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Wichita Urban Infill Advisory Committee Meeting 

June 25, 2018 
MAPC Conference Room, 2nd Floor, Ronald Reagan Building, 271 W. 3rd St., Wichita 

4:30-6:00 p.m. 

 

Discussion Highlights and Points of Agreement 
 

1. Welcome - 
The meeting commenced at 4:30 pm. Ms. Hunt  and Chairperson Wes Galyon welcomed the 
committee members and introduced Mr. Graham Smith, the project manager from Gould Evans, 

the consulting firm selected to prepare the Wichita:  plan.  Mr. Smith, 
along with Tami Sufi, Andy Pfister and Sam Kaiser were welcomed to Wichita for the fourth 
meeting with the Committee. 

 

2. Meeting Summary –  
Ms. Hunt requested approval of the meeting summary from the April 9, 2018 meeting of the 
Urban Infill Committee.  The summary was approved unanimously by the committee members 
present. 

 
3. Presentation: 

Mr. Smith shared with the Committee that a similar meeting, as tonight’s meeting would take 
place at the new Advanced Learning Library for the public to attend. 
 

Mr. Smith presented information on the Development Book of Wichita:  
plan and engaged the Committee in an exercise on “creating place” within the Established 
Central Area (ECA).  The Committee was reminded that the Vision Book is currently on-line at 

the Wichita:  website. 
 
Tonight the discussion and exercise will focus on Street Types, Building Types and Open Space 
Types.  The concept of Nodal Development was discussed as it is a new development pattern 
modeled after pre-World War II patterns.  It is defined as ‘connected’, ‘sustainable over time’, 
and fills a real estate market need and desire.  
 
There are three parts to the Nodal Development Pattern that focus on ‘Place’; the first is the 
‘Node’, or the center with the most intense development and most connected to activities 
within.  The second part is the ‘transition’ area; an area that is less intense in use and scale, than 
the center.  The third area is the ‘Edge’; the edge interacts with the traditional neighborhood 
and is the least intense in scale and use.  Wichita has some examples of nodal development, 
however they are not walkable at this time. 
 
There are three scales of the Nodal Development Pattern called ‘Place Types’.  The first is the 
Neighborhood Hub and serves the immediate neighborhood with goods, services and places to 
live; the second is called the Community Core and serves several neighborhoods, and the third is 
the Regional Center.  The Regional Center serves beyond neighborhoods. 
Examples of each Place Type were shared with the Committee. 
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Place Types were further divided into the building blocks (typologies) that make it possible. They 
are:  Street Types, Building Types and Open Space Types. 
Tami Sufi, of Toole Design discussed the Street Types and how they can be made more walkable 
and more balanced for all transportation modes.  Mr. Smith shared the Open Space Types, such 
as drainage ways, public squares and preserve areas and their relationship to buildings and 
streets.  The third typology is building type (rather than building use).  Building Types include 
accessory dwelling units to high rise apartments in residential structures, and small scale to 
large scale mixed use buildings. 
 
The Committee worked in groups designing Place Types and Typologies by building their own 
‘Place’.  The groups presented their design to the full Committee. 
 
Mr. Smith informed the Committee they would use the work completed tonight as they 
formulate the recommendations for the Development Book of the Plan.  
 
The next Urban Infill Committee meeting will take place on August 13, 2018 where the 
Development Book and Zoning Recommendations will be presented to the group. 
 

 

4. Other Business –  None 

 
5. Comments from the Public - None 

 

6. Meeting Adjourned – 6:08 p.m. 


